
President’s Message
Dear fellow members,

As I begin my term as President, first and foremost I would like to thank all of you for your
support.  Thirteen years ago I joined the Association and now being President of the Golf
Course Superintendents Association of Cape Cod, I am honored. During this time
G.C.S.A.C.C. has shown me what a professional, supportive and above all what a welcoming
Association we have today.  As President, I will continue these fine attributes and have my
main focus on the best interests of the Association.

On saying that and being an emigrant from Ireland to this terrific country, I would like
to give a brief description of my past to present day.  Playing golf, caddying, finding balls
for pocket money and working summers at my local course, Co. Longford Golf Club were
the foundation of my career to becoming a Golf Course Superintendent. In 1986, after
being offered a job as a laborer to work on the construction of a golf course (Willowbend)
I just could not wait to get to the “States.”  Within a couple of days after arriving, I met Mr.
Bob St. Thomas and the principal owner Mr. Dan Hostetter somewhere at the site, which
back then, I called the “forest” because there was nothing but trees. My relationship with Mr. Hostetter started then.  He was a father
figure earlier on and became a very close friend until he, unfortunately, passed away 18 months ago.

It was at Willowbend where I met many of you whom I still know today.  I remember the days Chris Tufts, Joe Felicetti, Dwight
Wiggin, Billy Leveque and Jimmy Maddalena, as well as many others who are still in the business, were hired. 

Upon completion of construction on the course, a lot of us were shipped to Brookside to start construction on that project.
This is where I met Mr. Jack Nugnes.  Jack was in charge of construction and the “grow-in” back then and taught me most of what I
know today.  It was also at Brookside where I met Stu Eyman and salesmen such as Mike Pajolek, Ron Tumiski and Mike Hannigan.
Although there were good and bad days, it was fun and a great learning experience to see and be hands on during the construction
and “grow-ins” of both courses.

Unfortunately both projects fell victim to the last economic downturn during the early 1990s. Brookside eventually closed and
grew “wild”.  This was devastating to me and I was reluctant to seek future employment in the golf business. Then after about five
years working for a home builder, the economy started to pickup. Mr. Hostetter called
to see if I would be interested in “re-doing” Brookside with him. Although hesitant, I
eventually took the job and to this day Brookside is my current place of employment. I
live in Marstons Mills with my wife Margaret and my four daughters Nuala age 16, Claire
13, Anna 12 and Laura 11. We all love the Cape and would not trade living here even if
it meant moving back to the “Old Country”. Anyway I thought I would write all that as
an introduction as to how I became a Golf Course Superintendent. Hopefully I didn’t
bore you and by the way this will be my longest President’s message.

So going forward, wow, what a winter this has been. With record snowfall and al-
most two months of snow cover for some, we are all anxious to see how our turf has
made it through winter. All I can say is, “it won’t be long now and that everyone made it
through winter just fine.”
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Editor
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  The Sand Blaster is produced
bi-monthly as an informational service to its
members. Printed material does not suggest the
views, attitudes or recommended practices of
GCSACC, the board members or its associated
committees. Industry-related articles are always
welcome to be considered for publication. 
Articles, as well as address and/or position
changes, may be sent to Julie Heston at 
401-934-4440 (fax) or jheston@verizon.net.

The New England Regional Turfgrass Show is just around the corner and
promises to be another great success. The dates are March 7th – 10th in Providence.
I know I’ll see some of you there, but if not maybe at the April 21st golf meeting at
Brookside for our 2011 season opener. The frost better be out of the ground by then!
Other sites for 2011 include The Golf Club of Cape Cod for our Scholarship & Re-
search, that’s a terrific venue and I’m sure when the time comes it will sell out fast.
We also have The Harmon Club for our Free-B-Que followed by Eastward Ho! and
Cranberry Valley. We are still working on some other sites and will keep you posted as
we get the details.  Hopefully you can make some if not all of our meetings this year.

On closing, I will look forward to the next two years as your President and please
do not hesitate to call me or any member of the Board or “Julie” (the backbone of
GCSACC) with questions or suggestions that may arise throughout the year.

Sincerely,

Joe
P.S. I can be reached at 774 930-2996 or cjdbrookside@aol.com

The Right Material Matters.

• Topdressing
• Bunker Sand
• Root Zone Blends
• Green Divot Mixes
• Bridge Sand
• Drainage Stone
• Drill and Fill
• Synthetic Turf
• Planting Mixes
• Green Rooftops
• Blend to YOUR Ratio

Our products are also available dry and in bulk and packaged form.
Delivered with dump truck, flatbed or pneumatic tanker.

We provide the highest quality natural sands
and stone products. For applications ranging
from sports turf fields to golf courses, our
products are perfect for every project.

Let us quote on your project. Call Bob
Chalifour at 860-908-7414, or fax all specs 
to us at 401-762-4976.

Slatersville, RI 02876   401-766-5010   www.hollistonsand.com  

F A R M S
Slater Holliston

S A N D
Holliston

Holliston Sand Company 
is NSF certified

Continued from page 1
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“INSIDE THE LEATHER”
• ANNOUNCEMENTS:

• Our condolences are extended to The Petersen family on
the passing of Jack Petersen on February 17, 2011. Jack
was a co-founder of Tom Irwin Inc.

• Our condolences are extended to The Otte family on the
passing of Pete Otte who was a representative for Hunter In-
dustries in Connecticut.

• Our condolences are extended to Joe and Tara Felicetti on
the passing of Tara’s father on January 1, 2011.

• If anyone is interested in having the Sand Blaster emailed to
them instead of mailed, please contact Julie Heston at 1-866-
442-6222 or jheston@verizon.net.  

• Attention all members, would you like a chance to win a free
meeting? Enter The Sandblaster newsletter article contest for
a chance to a free meeting (excluding the Scholarship & Re-
search Tournament). Just submit your article to Julie Heston
jheston@verizon.net or Stuart Eyman
seyman51@peoplepc.com. Your entry must be received by
the first week of the Month, ex: for the May/June issue your
entry would have to be submitted in the first week of May.

• DIRECTORY UPDATES:
New Email Addresses:

Dr. W. Michael Sullivan wmsullivan53@gmail.com

Ryan Walsh ryan_walsh1028@yahoo.com

Arnold Fonseca: afonseca65@comcast.net

Bob Perreault  bobjenn4598@verizon.net

New Cell Phone Numbers:

Joe Farina – Tuckahoe Turf – 774-260-0093

Bill Rockwell -  508-360-1778

Ryan Walsh -508-245-4602

Mike Hannigan has joined Padula Brothers Inc. He will be
working out their new Raynham, MA facility representing John
Deere Commercial and Homeowner products to accounts
in Southeastern Massachusetts, Cape Cod and the Islands.

Contact information is (508)-728-6745 phone, and
deeremikeh@aol.com email.

VISIT
WWW.GCSACC.ORG

GCSAA LAUNCHES IMPROVED, FREE, 
ONLINE JOB BOARD 

The Golf Course Superintendents Association of America
(GCSAA) has launched an enhanced, free, online job board to
aid its members and golf facilities in the employment process.

Free job posting for all facilities and employers, a benefit val-
ued at $300, is one of the new and improved features of the
GCSAA Job Board that also include:

• Job search by category and GCSAA region 

• Additional advanced job search options 
(state/province, facility type) 

• Job summaries in job search results that link 
to more details 

• Job alert e-mails based on search criteria 

• Ability to post résumé 

• Résumé search by category and GCSAA region 

• Additional features implemented in March 2011 

For more information contact: 
Shari Koehler, GCSAA director of professional development,
800-472-7878 

Reminder that 2011 GCSACC 

Membership Dues are due 

on March 15, 2011.

Please make checks payable to: 
GCSACC
c/o Julie Heston
36 Elisha Mathewson Road
N. Scituate, RI 02857

z
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Disclaimer: This overview does not necessarily represent the exact pesticide use in the various use categories. Pesticide 
use estimates in certain categories was based on national use data. The main purpose is to show the relative contributions 
from the various land use categories.  

Estimated Pesticide Use on Cape Cod for Vegetation Management 
For consideration by the Barnstable Ad Hoc Vegetation Management Committee 

 
Prepared by Hotze Wijnja, MDAR, January 2011 

Objective:  Provide an overview of the relative contributions from the most important land use 
categories to the total pesticide use for vegetation management on Cape Cod.  

The overview presented here was determined based on land use data and typical pesticide use data for 
the various use patterns. This is not an exact determination of the pesticide use on Cape Cod. 
Comprehensive use data were only available for a few use categories, such as ROW management and 
mosquito control. Also for Cape Cod golf courses, use data were made available. For cranberry bogs, 
crop and regional specific estimates were used (see page 2).  Estimates of pesticide use in the 
residential and commercial categories were made based on national use data and adjusted for regional 
characteristics using professional judgment (see page 2). Mosquito control data were included for 
comparison purposes since it is also a wide-area use pattern. Some minor use categories such as 
applications on school properties and athletic fields, and agriculture other than cranberry bogs were not 
included. The graph below shows the total use of pesticides (expressed in lbs of active ingredients) in 
various use patterns with the most significant contributions to the overall pesticide use.

Figure 1 Overview of pesticide use for vegetation management on Cape Cod. Data were derived from land use 
data (see below) and estimates of typical average pesticide use data in the various use categories (see below). 
Pesticide (i.e., larvicide) use data for mosquito control data were taken from the 2010 report. 
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Disclaimer: This overview does not necessarily represent the exact pesticide use in the various use categories. Pesticide 
use estimates in certain categories was based on national use data. The main purpose is to show the relative contributions 
from the various land use categories.  

The data for the graph displayed in Fig. 1 are presented in Table 1 below.  Land use data were provided by the 
Cape Cod Commission.

 
Land Use 

 
Area (acres) 

Application 
Factor 

(lbs a.i./acre) 

Amount of Pesticide Active 
Ingredients per Year 

(lbs) 

 
Comments 

Residential 
properties 103300 4.1 420431 See Footnote 1) 

Commercial 
properties 9068 5 45340 See Footnote 2) 

Golf Courses 3000 10.4 31200 See Footnote 3) 

Cranberry bogs 1700 8.6 14620 See Footnote 4) 

ROW Areas 6254 2.8 2814 See Footnote 5) 

Footnotes:

1) Robbins and Birkenholtz (2003) indicate a typical total pesticide load of 8.14 lbs of active ingredients 
per season. For the analysis presented here, a conservative value of 50% of the reported value was used 
to account for residents that do not apply pesticides or use less than the typical amount.  

2) Based on the value discussed above, a value of 5 lbs a.i./acre was used considering that commercial 
properties typically use less pesticides than homeowners for economic reasons. 

3) The pesticide use data were provided for a Cape Cod golf club. This is representative of a golf course 
that is operated under an Integrated Golf Course Management Plan which is typical of most golf courses 
today.    

4) This estimate is based on data published by Hilary Sandler from the UMass Cranberry Extension Station 
(Sandler, 2008).  

5) This estimate is based on the average rates from applications done in 2008/2009 that were provided by 
NSTAR.  The area was calculated based on the length of rights-of-way (258 miles) and a conservative 
value for the average width of the rights-of-way corridor of 200 feet. In addition, it was assumed that 
only one-third of the rights-of-way area would be treated in a given year.     

References: 

Robbins and Birkenholtz, 2003. Turfgrass revolution: Measuring the expansion of the American Lawn. Land Use 
Policy, 20:181!194 

Sandler, H.  2008. Challenges in integrated pest management for MA cranberry production: A historical perspective to 
inform the future. In: Crop Protection Research Advances (Eds.: Burton and Williams), Nova Science Publishers, 
Inc. 
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New GCSAA Chief Executive Officer
January 25, 2011

Dear GCSAA Members, 
Just under a month ago I shared with you the outcomes of our 2011 plan and budget meeting, and

highlighted some of the exciting programs and services that will be offered to enhance your chances of
success and your facility. 

Today, I am even more bullish on the future as I share with you the exciting news of the selection of
Rhett Evans as our new chief executive officer.

As you might remember, Rhett has served as interim CEO since late June of 2010. He came to GCSAA
in July 2009 as chief operating officer. Prior to joining GCSAA, he was the director of the parks, recreation
and commercial facilities division for the Phoenix suburb of Mesa, Ariz., (population 490,000). He was
elevated to that position in 2005, after serving as that city’s convention center and amphitheatre director
beginning in 2001.

While in Mesa, Rhett managed all program areas, including the convention center and amphitheatre;
spring training baseball complex (Chicago Cubs); cemetery; recreation and aquatic complexes; and 2,600
acres of park space. Also under his watch were the operations of Dobson Ranch and Riverview golf
courses. He oversaw a budget of $32.5 million and a $28 million capital budget. 

Along with those outstanding credentials, Rhett has performed admirably during his time at GCSAA,
especially as the interim CEO. He exhibited solid leadership in implementing cost saving measures
through more advantageous contracts in the areas of technology and convention and travel services; im-
plementing headquarters building operational efficiencies; and staff reorganization. At the same time,
GCSAA has improved member service through the creation of a member savings program; automated
membership, registration and donation processes; new communications vehicles; an improved online job
board; and the expansion of the field staff program.

The board of directors was intentionally deliberate in selecting a new CEO because of the changing
environment of the golf industry. We enacted a process that included a board strategic planning session,
extensive environmental scan of the industry, the utilization of an executive search firm, consultation with
industry leaders and feedback from members. The process clearly revealed GCSAA’s need to provide sup-
port for you and your facilities as you are being asked to do more with less.

During our search, we identified many outstanding candidates and received valuable input and feedback. As we applied the criteria
in narrowing the field, Rhett’s name kept rising to the top. In the end, he was the obvious choice.

Please join me in congratulating Rhett. He and his wife Colleen, daughter Caitlyn and son Seth have been and will continue to be
wonderful ambassadors of
GCSAA.

Sincerely,

Jim Fitzroy, CGCS
GCSAA President

Rhett Evans
GCSAA CEO

James R. Fitzroy, CGCS
GCSAA President



7



8

Boca Rio superintendent to lead national golf association 
Randquist elected GCSAA president

Robert M. Randquist, CGCS, director of golf course and grounds at Boca Rio Golf Club in Boca Raton, Fla., was elected
president of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) at the association’s annual meeting Feb. 11.

The annual meeting was held in conjunction with the GCSAA Education Conference (Feb. 7-11) and Golf Industry Show (Feb.
9-10) in Orlando. A member dues increase of $20 annually for Class A members and $10 annually for Class C members also
passed. Randquist will serve as president until the 2012 annual meeting and election.

Randquist is a 34-year GCSAA member, and has been at Boca Rio Golf Club since 1998. Previously, he was superintendent at
Southern Hills Country Club in Tulsa, Okla., for 19 years, where he hosted the 1982 and 1994 PGA Championships, the inaugural
1987 USGA Women’s Mid-Amateur Championship and the 1995 and 1996 PGA Tour Championships. Randquist has a bachelor’s de-
gree in metallurgical engineering from the University of Oklahoma. He serves on The Environmental Institute for Golf Board of
Trustees, is a member Palm Beach GCSA, and a past president of the Oklahoma GCSA. Randquist is also a member of the Florida
Turfgrass Association and the USGA Green Section committee.

Sanford G. Queen, CGCS, manager of golf operations for the city of Overland Park,
Kan., was elected vice president. Patrick R. Finlen, CGCS, director of golf course mainte-
nance operations at The Olympic Club in San Francisco, was elected secretary/treasurer.

Peter J. Grass, CGCS at Hilands Golf Club in Billings, Mont., Keith A. Ihms, CGCS at
Country Club of Little Rock in Little Rock, Ark., and John J. O’Keefe, CGCS, director of golf
course management at Preakness Hills Country Club in Wayne, N.J., were each re-elected to
another two-year term. Rafael Barajas, CGCS at Hacienda Golf Club in La Habra Heights,
Calif., was appointed to the GCSAA Board of Directors, filling the remaining year of Finlen’s
term, created by his election to secretary/treasurer.

William H. Maynard, CGCS at Milburn Golf and Country Club in Overland Park, Kan.,
remains on the board with one year remaining in his two-year director term. James R.
Fitzroy, CGCS, director/superintendent at Wollaston Recreational Facility/Presidents Golf
Club in North Quincy, Mass., will serve on the board for one year as immediate past presi-
dent. Mark D. Kuhns, CGCS, director of grounds at Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield, N.J.,
retires from the board after serving the last year as immediate past president.

Robert M. Randquist, CGCS
GCSAA President

Winter Family Day
The first annual Winter Family Day event, organized by Mike Pajolek was a great success. About

twenty-five to thirty people saw The Cape Cod Cubs Hockey Team defeat The New England Stars 4-3 at
the beautiful Hyannis Youth Community Center.

Refreshments of pizza, cupcakes, with GCSACC written on them by Claire Deely, and other deli-
cious goodies were served to the celebrating crowd.

We thank Mike Pajolek very much for organizing this event.
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INTRODUCING THE LASTEC 4520 ARTICULATOR...

Ten Foot Rotary Mower

Under $40,000

• Productivity matches that of mowers costing up to 50% more and cut quality matches a crew of five with push mowers  

• The 4520 Consumes half the fuel to cut the same amount of turf as hydraulically driven rotaries

• Lastec’s patented deck drives are 30%-40% more efficient than their hydraulically driven competitors   

• The 27” side reach trims closer to ponds and creeks, over the edge of banks and ditches, under low limbs, and 

cuts other hard to reach turf areas that would otherwise require string trimming and hand mowing  

Stop by Booth #413 at the NE Regional Show to see the Lastec 4520  
and schedule a demo...for a chance to WIN a PlayStation 3!

4520 SPECIFICATIONS

Engine Options: 45 HP Kubota turbo charged diesel
Cutting Width: 120”
Transport Width: 88”
Deck Configuration: Five 25”, 5 1/2” deep articulating

800.515.6798     lastec.com

Deck Height Range: 1” to 4 1/2”
Options: Striping Kit, Light Kit, Tires
Warranty: Two years parts, one year labor

LASTEC’S MODEL 4520 ARTICULATOR OFFERS MORE MOWING CAPACITY  
THAN ANY OTHER ZERO TURN MOWER
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Patrons of the Sand Blaster
ALLENS SEED

Specializing in the Highest Quality Turf Seed;
Chemicals, Equipment, Tools, Fertilizers, Parts, Repair,

and On Site Services
1-800-527-3898

Michelle Maltais 401-835-0287
www.allensseed.com

A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT
Mike Cornicelli 401-826-2584   Fax:  401-826-3749

Dealer for Lastec, Tycrop, Blec, Wiedenmann, Therrien,
Graden, Sweep & Fill, Baroness, and used equipment.

www.aokturfequipment.com

BARENBRUG USA
Producers of RTF, Supercharged Bentgrasses and 

Regenerating Perennial Rye
Great in Grass

Bruce Chapman, Territory Manager 401-578-2300
bchapman@barusa.com

BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS
Scientific Tree Care Since 1907

IPM, Fertilization, Lightning Protection, 
Complete Consultation & Large tree moving

General Tree Care Services
Mark P. DiBiase, Steve Heywood & David Chalker

Osterville-508-428-2397, Vineyard Haven-508-693-4846, 
Orleans-508-255-4309

BASF TURF & ORNAMENTAL
“We don’t make the turf. We make it better”

John Bresnahan - (413) 565-5340

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of 

proven products to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809

Brian.Giblin@bayercropscience.com
Backed by Bayer

BISCO / Rain Bird Golf
Irrigation Sales

Andrew Langlois – 508-868-6996
Dan Fuller – 508-789-2323

CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
A complete line of quality turfgrass seed and

related turf management products
Roy Sibley, Jr. 401-556-7976
Robin Hayes 508-237-2642

Office: 800-326-HART

COUNTRY CLUB ENTERPRISES
Club Car Utility Vehicles and Golf Cars

Sales – Service – Parts
www.ccegolfcars.com

800-662-2585
Keith Tortorella 508-982-4820 / Mike Turner 508-245-1268

GROWTH PRODUCTS, LTD.
Liquid Fertilizers, Micronutrients, 

Natural Organics and Bio-fungicides.
Craig Lambert, Northeast Sales Manager

Cell: (917) 416-4588 • Main Office: (800) 648-7626
P.O. Box 1254, White Plains, NY 10602
Email: clambert@growthproducts.com

Website: www.growthproducts.com

JOHN DEERE GOLF
Offering our customers the most complete line of products,

Service and expertise in the industry.
Agronomic Sales

Paul Golden 1-508-726-5009
Equipment Sales

Lacorte Farm & Lawn Equipment, Calverton, NY
631-727-8700

LAZARO’S GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
dba Hammond Paint & Chemical Co. Inc.

Complete line of golf course accessories, Eagle One, 
Par-Aide turf products, Nutramax

Maintenance chemicals
Joe Lazaro: JLAZARO698@aol.com

office 781-647-3361, fax 781-647-0787

NEW ENGLAND SPECIALTY SOILS
1mm & 2mm. Top Dressing Sand

Rootzone Mixes, Buff & HD Bunker Sand
Divot Blends- Bulk/Bagged delivery

Ed Downing 978-230-2300
ed@nesoils.com 

Rick Moulton 978-230-2244  rick@nesoils.com
www.nesoils.com

NORFOLK POWER EQUIPMENT
“Where Quality Counts”

A business since 1975 in Norfolk, MA, and now Burrillville,
RI - Norfolk Power Equipment is a family owned and oper-
ated business.  We sell, rent and service lawn and garden

equipment, as well as Kubota compact tractors, excavators,
Wheel Loaders and TEREX Compact Equipment. 

Phone:  508-384-0011  or  401-710-9911

READ CUSTOM SOILS
Custom soil blending, top dressing sands, 

Root zone blends, “early green” black sand, 
divot & cart path mixes.

Terry Driscoll, Garrett Whitney – (888) 475-5526

SLATER FARMS
Holliston Sand Products

P.O. Box 1168 Tifft Rd. Slatersville, RI 02876
USGA recommended topdressing, root-zone mixes,

compost, pea stone, angular & traditional bunker sand.
Bob Chalifour CGCS (Ret.) 401-766-5010 

Cell 860-908-7414

SPORTSCAPES UNLIMITED LLC
Golf Course Services and

Construction
Mike Lucier  617-913-8958

www.sportscapesunlimited.com

STEVEN WILLAND INC.
George Wise- 508-274-7445

Eric Euell 401-640-5031
Parts and Service- 866-435-1380

www.stevenwillandinc.com

SYNGENTA PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS
Melissa Gugliotti (860) 221-5712

Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com
www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com

Banner MAXX, DACONIL, HERITAGE, 
Medallion, Primo MAXX, Subdue MAXX, 

Barricade, Instrata, Headway

TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis • 508-243-6166

New England’s most complete distributor of chemicals,
Lebanon fertilizers, Earthworks

organics, seed and golf course supplies.
Teamwork, knowledge and dependability

is our company character.

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS
Putting Green Quality Bentgrasses, bentgrass blends, 

fescue, washed sod, ryegrass, bluegrass turf
Steve Donohue 1-800-556-6985

Joe Farina 1-800-556-6985

TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox • 508-450-9254

Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil 
Testing and Analysis, JRM tines and bedknives

and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles.

TURFLINKS, INC.
“Committed to your success…”

Distributor of Quality Fertilizer, Grass Seed and Control Products 
for the Golf Course and Landscape Industry.

Toll Free: 1-888-398-TURF (8873)
Larry Anshewitz  508-789-4810
Mike Pajolek  508-789-1529

TURFNET
Information services for the golf course industry

Peter L. McCormick
1-800-314-7929 • www.turfnet.com

TURF PRODUCTS CORP.
1-800-243-4355

Irrigation Sales Tim Berge - x 7930
Commercial Sales Dave Beauvais - x7924

VALENT PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS
Valent has turf covered.

Jim Santoro – (508) 207-2094

VISIT
WWW.GCSACC.ORG



Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of Cape Cod
c/o Julie Heston
36 Elisha Mathewson Road, 
N. Scituate, RI 02857


